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Weights of our Sins Sculpture 
 
This sculpture was created by Josefina de Vasconcellos (1904-2004) 

 
Josefina was a prolific sculptor. Her work can be found 

Coventry Cathedral and the Peace Park in Hiroshima. She died in 2005 aged 100. 
The themes of her work are timeless and ambitious, and her aim was to express them 

permeates her art, for Josefina was convinced that if people loved God, they would 

love and respect each other, that this was the way to world peace.   
 

In 1999 Josefina completed the original plaster version of Weight of our Sins which 
depicts eight children supporting the weight of the cross. Each child is symbolic of a 

crime against children in the world today: AIDS, drugs, genocide, abuse, land mines, 
homelessness, infant mortality, lack of education.  Josefina always had a great heart 

for the needs of disadvantaged children and helped them in many practical ways. She 
also used her artistic ability to focus thoughts on their lives. 

 
The work went on pilgrimage from Kendal in Cumbria to St Martin-in-the-Fields in 

London to mark the 10th anniversary of the United Nations International Year of the 
Child in 1999. 

 
The Weight of our Sins was presented to the Palace by Professor Romaine Hervey, in 

fulfilment of a promise he made to Josephina in 2000 to find a permanent home for 
it.  It is hoped that many will use the sculpture as a starting point for reflection on the 

ethical issues of the modern world, the meaning of childhood and what part we need 
to have in producing change and as a source of inspiration for word, art and music. 

 
The last words on the sculpture are from Josephina herself. She wrote: 

  
ggering on with their burden of the cross, 

 

 
The steel cross and armature were made by Stephen Stalker and the resin casting was 

done by Anne Woods; both artists having worked with Josephina for many years. 

 

 


