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The Chapel 

 

Symbolism 

The symbols in the arms of the bishops may have a number of meanings: 

Symbol Heraldic Meaning Christian Meaning 

Chough Strategist in battle; watchful 
for friends and kindred. 

 

Cinquefoil Hope and joy Purity, hope and joy 

Cockerel Courage and perseverance; 
hero; able man in politics; 

also vigilance and 

watchfullness 

Christ's passion; the repentance of 
the saint and religious vigilance as 

well as resurrection; watchful 

vigilance against evil (NB cockerel 

weathervanes are commonly seen a 
top churches. 

Deer One who will not fight unless 
provoked; peace and 

harmony 

Piety and devotion, and of safety in 
God's care. 

Eagle  one head Person of noble nature, 

strength, bravery, and 
alertness; or one who is high-

spirited, ingenious, quick-
witted, and judicious; "True 

magnanimity and strength of 
mind" acc. to Guillim.  

If wings "displayed," it 
signifies protection 

An early legend held that the eagle 

would periodically renew its youth 
(or plumage or eyesight) by flying 

near the sun and then plunging into 
a lake or fountain. On this basis the 

eagle became a symbol for the 
Resurrection. Since the eagle soars 

upward, it also became a symbol for 
Christ s Ascension. Eagles also 

represent Christians who have been 
baptised into Christ, who have died 

and risen with Him. 

Eagle  two heads Conjoining of two forces Representing church and state; 

alpha and omega; the beginning and 
the end; the first and the last 

Three Hares One who enjoys a peaceable 

and retired life 

Now associated with the Holy 

Trinity in Christian iconography 

Holly Truth; Foresight and defense A holly's pointed leaves symbolize 

the crown of thorns placed on 
Jesus' head before he died on the 

cross. 

Lion 

Rampant  

Bravery, strength, ferocity, 

and valour. Lion passant with 
three feet on ground is also 

symbolises resolution 

A symbol of Christ, the Lion of 

Judah; also symbolic of Christ 
because of the myth that lion cubs 

are born dead but come to life after 
three days, a tale which reminded 
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Symbol Heraldic Meaning Christian Meaning 

Lion 

Passant  

early Christians of the Resurrection. 

A medieval belief held that the lion 
sleeps with its eyes open, leading to 

use of lions as symbols of 
watchfulness. 

Pelican Self-sacrifice and charitable 

nature; When feeding her 
young ("in her piety"), 

symbolizes the duties of a 
parent or parental love 

The pelican was believed to pierce 

its own breast with its beak and 
feed its young of its blood. It 

became a symbol of Christ 
sacrificing himself for man. 

Star Celestial goodness; noble 
person; Excellence 

The five-pointed star is the star of 
Bethlehem. Shaped roughly like a 

human being, it represents Jesus' 
incarnation. 

Tower Safety & grandeur The Tower represents God our 
Refuge. 

Wheatsheaf The harvest of one's hopes 

has been secured 

 

 


