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The Chapel 

The Chapel, dedicated to the Holy Trinity and St Mark, is the private chapel of the Bishop of Bath 

and Wells. It was built by Bishop Burnell (1275-1292) 

The main stones of the building are red and yellow triassic sandstone and the finer local doulting 

stone is used for the vaulting. The windows are large for the late 13th century and the tracery is an 

example of the Early English Decorated Style. 

Finding the Chapel in a derelict state, Bishop Law (1824-1845)had it restored. In the east window, 

which has been boarded up, he used some fragments of French medieval glass which had come from 

Rouen following the destruction of churches during the French revolution. 

The pews were carved by local woodworkers in the early 20th century. The names of the parishes 

where they lived can be found if you look carefully at the carved patterns. 

David John were dedicated in 2006. The materials used are maple wood and Ancaster1 stone. 

Items of Interest 

• Medieval vaulting and ceiling bosses which are decorated with naturalistic foliage (see note 

below) 

• The East Window with the arms of the diocese (left)and arms of Bishop Law (right) 

• A piscina (near the altar) which is a basin with a drain used for washing communion vessels 

• A sedila2 (near the altar) which is three graduated seats for the priest, deacon and sub-

deacon 

• Four embroideries depicting the winged lion of St Mark, the seal of Bishop Burnell (1275-

1292), the arms of Bishop Ken (1684-1690) and the arms of Bishop Henderson (1960-

1975) 

• A frieze around the chapel displaying the arms of bishops from the 13th century 

• Christ the Teacher  a wood sculpture by Tom Preator 

• Resurrection Cross  a processional cross by Pat Sampson 

• A contemporary Russian Icon depicting the Holy Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

welcoming us to join their hospitality, with the Lion of Mark gazing from atop a pillar with the 

Bible in his grasp. This was created by Somerset based, Bulgarian artist Silvia Dimitrova who 

Fourteen Stations of the Cross at Wells Cathedral.  

                                                           
1 Middle Jurassic oolitic limestone, quarried around Ancaster, Lincolnshire 
2 A series of seats in a church, usually three in number, frequently set into the wall and surmounted by decorative 
arches. 


