
St Brandon’s School 

St Brandon’s was founded as The Clergy Daughters’ School in 1830 and then became known as St Brandon’s Clergy 

Daughters’ School, following its move to St Brandon’s Hill in Bristol. The name was later shortened to St Brandon’s 

School. The school closed in 2004. 

The Move to The Bishop’s Palace 

The senior arm of the school was moved from Bristol to The Bishop's Palace in 1939 as the school buildings in Bristol 

were commandeered for the war effort. It turned out to be a fortuitous move as Bristol became the 5th most heavily 

bombed city in the UK. At the time, there were 115 senior school borders and a few day girls. The junior school was 

moved to Milton Lodge in 1940. 

The Bishop’s Palace provided classrooms, dining room (The Undercroft), kitchens, sick room and sleeping quarters 

for about 20 girls and some staff members. Sleeping accommodation, laboratories and other classrooms were 

provided for elsewhere in the city. 

The upper sixth were housed in the Gatehouse which was nicknamed ‘The Quackery’ given the proximity of the 

ducks on the moat. 

The girls found the spread-out nature of the classrooms, etc across the city to their benefit: 

 

1 

The War Effort 

The girls and staff played their part in the war. Some pupils joined the local girls Training Corps which was a national 

organisation, founded in 1940, whose aim was to offer instruction to girls in the skills which would be needed if and 

when they joined the services (such as Morse code, aircraft recognition and map reading). In 1943, the school 

formed two Girl Guide companies and in 1945 a Sea Ranger Crew which was allowed to use the punt on the moat. 

Pupils enjoyed the outlet offered by Girl Guiding and the Sea Rangers. ‘Guides was a great chance to do something 

                                                           
1 Faith King nee Carver, former pupil. Reminiscences written 2008 (Palace Archives) 



different, and I still remember passing my camp FIRE test one Saturday afternoon, it took ages, as being Wells, 

everything was damp and one could not use more than three matches.’2 

Members of the school helped out with farm work, worked in the hospitals or communal kitchens. Staff took on 

ambulance work and, with the older pupils, took turns at watching for fires started by bombs - a key task.  

Two allotments were created and tended by pupils and staff to produce some of their own food. 

Life in The Bishop’s Palace 

The following are based on reminiscences by former pupils, giving us a flavour of life in The Bishop’s Palace and 

Wells. 

Morning Prayers were held in The Chapel and the Sunday morning service in the cathedral Choir. 

Meals were served in The Undercroft, (one girl describing it as a ‘terrific squash’3) – some 150 girls were seated at 

long trestle tables and the teaching staff ate there at the same time; The Long Gallery, the conference room and 

another on the second floor overlooking the moat served as classrooms; The Long Gallery and conference room 

were also part-dormitories; games were held on the South Lawn. 

A kitchen maid at the time recalls that the girls were well fed with bulk deliveries of sides of bacon, tea and sugar 

(the girls were on their honour to have no more than 6 level teaspoons of sugar a day taken from the sugar bowls on 

the table (1944). The girls were also allowed to dip their mugs into a churn of milk whenever they liked. Wartime 

food rationing seems not to have been too onerous for the girls. 

Other war rationing included taking baths with very little water – one pupil recalls a line drawn around the bath, very 

low down (the Government asked that families had only one bath a week – sharing the bath - and the water should 

be no more than 5 inches above the bottom of the bath). This measure was not to conserve water but fuel that 

heated the water. Despite this, hot water ran out quite quickly and many girls didn’t have hot baths. This would have 

been challenging in winter when the Palace was cold anyway. One illustration was the experience of the Vth form 

who were housed ‘downstairs, all stone and one small gas fire on one wall.  When we washed our hair, we took turns 

to dry in front of it’. 4 

As the Palace was cold, the headmistress was always reluctant to allow pupils to wear ‘summer cottons’ as she was 

worried that the girls ‘would get a chill in the dank Palace’.   

The headmistress had a bed-sitting/study room in the Beckynton range. This room is now part of the Palace Pastor’s 

flat. 

The Palace created opportunities for some creative punishments for misdemeanours: a specified number of times 

running around the moat, digging plantains out of the croquet lawn (number of plantains required depended on the 

nature of the wrong-doing!). One girl remembers walking up onto The Chapel roof via a spiral staircase (from a door 

opening off the dormitory), making her way to the Great Hall and walking along the top of its wall and then back 

again – she was seen and threatened with expulsion if she did it again! 

An end of summer term ritual involved the head girl throwing her straw boater into the moat by the bridge over to 

the wells and the other girls throwing stones at it until it sank.  

On VE day the girls were given permission to join in the celebrations in the town, including joining in with the 

dancing in the evening in the market square. Earlier in the day Bishop Wand had taken a service for the school in The 

Chapel. The item overleaf is taken from the book celebrating 150 years of St Brandon’s School.  
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